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260 international basins: +/ - tensions: 
longstanding, always, growing with demand

òFierce competition for fresh water may well become a source of conflict & wars in 
the future.ó    Kofi Annan, March 2001 

Map from A. Wolf

c. 260 international rivers
c. 145 countries
c. 50% of global population



WHOSE WATER IS IT?



Nile Basin Initiative 
Shared Vision

άǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǎƻŎƛƻ-economic 
development through the equitable 
utilization of, and benefit from, the 

common Nile Basin water resources”

Å 2001: International Consortium for 
Cooperation on the Nile(ICCON): Nile  
riparians+ development partners

Å ‘Shared Vision Program’ to ‘build trust 
& capacity” ( $130m) 

Å ‘Subsidiary Action Program’ to lock in 
cooperation through investments  
($700m to FY09)

Å civil society engagement in  
autonomous ‘Nile  Basin Discourse’



Zambezi vision:
“a future characterised by equitable and sustainable utilisation of water 
for social and environmental justice, regional integration and economic 

benefit for present and future generations”
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NIGER BASIN: Shared Vision 
adopted in 2005 by the NBA council of ministers:

"The Niger Basin, a shared region of sustainable development 
achieved through the comprehensive, integrated management of 

water resources and their associated ecosystems, to improve 
everyday living standards and prosperity by 2025Φέ



VISION for the Mekong River Basin: 

An economically prosperous, socially 
just and environmentally sound 

Mekong River Basin



DǊŜŀǘŜǊ IƛƳŀƭŀȅŀǎΥ  ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ άǿŀǘŜǊ 
ǘƻǿŜǊέΤ 1.5 bn people in 7 basins;  
3 bn dependent 

Indus: Afg, Chi, 
Ind, Pak. 180m: 
50% glacier-fed

INDUS & SCIENCE?



After the trauma of Partition, both leaders 
(Nehru, LiaqatAli Khan) could not agree to 
work together Ą split allocation of Indus 
tributaries

Lilienthalôskey principles:
Å A political approach based on technical

and engineering data: the Indus Basin

constituted a single hydrological unit.

Å India and Pakistan needed to work

together in a joint use of this truly

international river basin on an engineering

basis.

Å Dividing the basin between states ignored 

the riversô ability to tie human actors and 

environmental processes on both sides of 

the border together. Political and 

administrative boundaries within the basin 
were human imposition.

August 1951…. David Lilienthal ex TVA Chairman; US Atomic Energy Commission

Can Science can be the Vehicle for 
Joint Understanding, informing 

Separated (Coordinated?) 
ManagementΧΧ.?



Thinking about river basin visions…

Åif you do not know where you are going……

Å……any road will take you there…

Åyou cannot manage what you do not measure

Åscience without policy is …science, but…….

Åpolicy without science is gambling….



òFierce competition for fresh water may well become a source of conflict & wars in 
the future.ó    Kofi Annan, March 2001 

òBut the water problems of our world need not be only a cause of tension; they can 
also be a catalyst for cooperation. If we work together, a secure & sustainable 

water future can be ours.ó    Kofi Annan Feb 2002

Map from A. Wolf


