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About IIASA in brief
o Established in 1972 by USA and USSR: bridge between 

East and West, science diplomacy  
o 2018: International, independent, interdisciplinary research 

on major global problems; currently 22 member 
countries 

o Dimensions: economy, energy, land use, climate, air quality, 
technology, biodiversity, demography, natural hazards  

o Solution oriented, integrated systems analysis into the 
issues of sustainability and global transformation



IIASA project: Challenges and Opportunities of 
Economic Integration within a Wider European 
and Eurasian Space

• Since 2014, focuses on plausible futures of economic cooperation 
between the EU, the EAEU, and their neighbours, including the key 
Asian players

• A unique platform to facilitate a science-based de-politicized dialogue 
between experts, high-level policy makers and representatives of 
business across all relevant domains and regions

• More information: http://www.iiasa.ac.at/web/home/research/eurasian



IIASA project: Challenges and Opportunities of 
Economic Integration within a Wider European 
and Eurasian Space
• 7 thematic workshops and a number of other events organized, 250+ 

international participants 
• Reports synthesizing the state-of-the-art in particular dimensions (trade 

policy, non-tariff barriers, transport, energy, migration) 
• Three studies on most pressing issues (transport, FDI, and 

convergence of standards) 



Major integration processes in Eurasia

European Union (EU)
28 countries, 513 million people
22 trill. USD PPP GDP = 22% of global economy
43,119 USD PPP GDP/capita

Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)
5 countries,183 mio people
5 trillion USD PPP GDP = 5% of global economy
10,000 USD PPP GDP/capita

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
60+ countries
4 billion people in Asia
estimated 5 trillion USD budget

• DCFTA with EU: Georgia, 
Ukraine, Moldova

• Comprehensive Economic 
and Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA) with 
EU: Armenia 

• GSP+: Kyrgyzstan, 
Armenia

• Partnership and 
Cooperation Agreement 
(PCA) with EU: Azerbaijan, 
Belarus

EaP



Mutual trade in Eurasia: Big picture 
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• Infrastructure and policy gaps in 
BRI economies hinder trade and 
foreign investment

• Trade in BRI corridor economies 
is estimated to be 30% below 
potential

Source: World Bank



Global trade keeps growing and non-tariff 
barriers become the defining factor



Possible futures - EU



Possible futures - post-Soviet countries

Source: World Economic Forum
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Economic integration is an important factor to 
determine the future of the economies 

• Top-down: International agreements (FTAs, DCFTAs) 
• Bottom-up: Voluntary convergence of standards, 

investment projects, enhancement of the infrastructure
• Emerging: Digitalization allows for business to work across 

the borders  



Digital technology diffusion: fast and 
widespread 

Source: IIASA



Impacts of previous technological waves

Research on the impact of automation started during 
the Industrial revolution (1800s), when textile mills 
started replacing humans

Each wave of new technologies has been seen as a 
threat to jobs

But has empirically increased employment, jobs, and 
growth



Goals of our workshop
 To overview estimates of the effects of digital technologies on cross-

border trade in the Eurasian region

 To understand opportunities and challenges of the introduction of
digital technologies in cross-border trade in the Eurasian region

 To overview the digitalization dimensions of trade agreements of
various countries and consider their applicability for the countries and
blocks of the Eurasian region

 To discuss the regulation of digital economy in international acts

 To consider various aspects of governance of digital technologies in
the cross-border trade (especially in the aspect of big data
governance)

 To review examples of successful digital cooperation in the region

 To evaluate broad impacts of digitalization of trade on the society

 To develop recommendations for deepening digital cooperation in the
Eurasian region


