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ABSTRACT 

The concept of science diplomacy has become very popular in past years. However, the term still remains 
rather ambiguous and still needs to be conceptualized in practical operations. 

Large international research infrastructures and organizations have been operating in the science 
diplomacy space since their very foundation and are thus very well equipped to play a leading role in 
advancing science diplomacy. To this end BRIDGES has been founded in 2019 as an open and informal 
network of professionals dealing with science diplomacy and international relations in large international 
research infrastructures and organizations. This includes both global infrastructures as well as 
infrastructures operating at a continental or subcontinental scale, regardless of their legal setup or 
thematic or geographic scope. 

The main purpose of the network is to create a community of practitioners who work in the science 
diplomacy space on a daily basis. The network serves as a platform for sharing ideas, experiences and best 
practices, to develop common strategies, to help each other, and to make shared use of each one’s 
strengths. For instance, due to its location or engagement history one research infrastructure may serve as 
a “door opener” for another one in providing access to a specific policymaker. Research infrastructures 
should also team up for providing capacity-building in the field of science diplomacy. 

The session will serve to introduce the BRIDGES network and to discuss with the audience how to 
strengthen the linkages between international research infrastructures and the wider science diplomacy 
community in order to advance the global dialogue about the support science can provide to foreign 
policies and international relations. 
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AGENDA 

 

12:00 - 

12:05 

Welcome and introduction to BRIDGES 

Welcome remarks, introduction to BRIDGES network, the aim of this network, brief 

information on previous activities (1st BRIDGES meeting at ICTP, Trieste, Italy and  

2nd BRIDGES meeting at IIASA, Laxenburg, Austria organized back-to-back to the global 

FMSTAN/SPIDER meeting), by Albert van Jaarsveld 

12:05 - 

12:35 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentations and interventions by speakers 

Presentations by session speakers on science diplomacy activities at their respective 

organizations and their thoughts on emergent science diplomacy issues for further 

discussion during the session (each speaker will have 7 minutes): 

- The science-policy landscape: how science can improve the manner in which 

information is presented to those engaged in the policymaking process to aid 

implementation and strengthen global responses to crises such as COVID-19.  

- Improved multilateral cooperation through science diplomacy: how can science 

diplomacy and the scientific process aid cooperation between countries for 

mutual benefit? The role of international research infrastructures as a tool for 

fostering science diplomacy and multilateral cooperation (as an enabler but also 

as a facilitator). 

- Science Diplomacy training: Can we establish effective platforms to train 

scientists, diplomats and practitioners in science diplomacy? 

- Can open access principles enhance the impact of science diplomacy or the 

effectiveness of multilateral cooperation? 

by Atish Dabholkar, Plamena Markova, Liliana Pasecinic, and Maurizio Bona 

12:35 -

13:10 

Open Discussion by speakers around the emergent science diplomacy issues for this 

session 

13:10 – 

13:30 
Q&A, summary and final remarks by Albert van Jaarsveld 

 


