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● EPIC is the Environmental Policy Implementation Community at 
the Institution of Environmental Sciences 

● Aims: EPIC brings together members from across the 
environmental sciences to share their experiences and call for 
ambitious and deliverable policy, as well as providing members 
with the knowledge, insights and tools to help them deliver on 
the ground. 

● Members work in local authorities, consultancies, academia, 
government bodies and the private sector. 

● EPIC was formed in 2023 from merger of Environmental 
Protection UK and the IES. 

● Environmental Protection UK had a 125 year old history, including 
lobbying govt, publishing robust practical guidance for local 
authorities and others, creating the Healthy Air Coalition, and as 
an active member of EFCA.

● Membership is open to all, and free to IES members and               
UK local authority environmental professionals.

Introduction 
to EPIC



EPIC current work
● Lobbying for effective policy frameworks, responding to consultations and advocacy 

● Recently launched A Local Authority Guide to Environmental Implementation

● Updating our guidance on Land Use Planning and Development Control: Planning for 
Air Quality

● Next steps for the Air Quality and Climate Change guidance

● Projects and events on Biodiversity Net Gain in Practice

● Noise Action week (May 2026)

● Contaminated Land (led by the National Contaminated Land Officers Group)

● Webinars on emerging delivery challenges and case studies

   https://www.the-ies.org/about_us/epic 

https://www.the-ies.org/about_us/epic
https://www.the-ies.org/about_us/epic
https://www.the-ies.org/about_us/epic


We are living in a climate crisis.
Climate change causes:

Climate change  will affect every aspect 
of our society.

Climate change is the biggest threat to 
human health (WHO).

1 in 8 people in the world die due 
to air pollution.
Air pollution has been linked to more than 
700 of the 880 defined health conditions, 
including:

Air pollution: 
• contributes to 7.9 million premature 

deaths and the loss of millions more 
healthy years of life every year 
worldwide; 

• has a disproportionate impact on the 
young, elderly and ill;

• disproportionately affects deprived 
communities, linked to environmental 
justice;

     

Air quality & 
climate 
change

Air pollution and climate 
change are closely linked. 

Society is changing, and local 
action can be very effective, 
addressing  local impacts, 
wider contributions, and 

developing innovative 



Air pollution impacts on climate change
• Black Carbon Particulates & Ozone 
• Action on Short Lived Climate Pollutants (SLCP) could slow down 

warming by 2050 by 0.6°C, due to their short lifetimes1

• Other air pollutants also have climate impacts, both positive and 
negative.

1 Climate and Clean Air Coalition, based on data from UN Environment Programme & World Meteorological Organization

Climate change impacts on air pollution

   

Interactions of 
Air Pollution 
and Climate 
Change

• Atmospheric chemistry, high pollution episodes, especially summer 
smogs, extra health impacts and vegetation/ ecosystem effects

Common emission sources
• Transport, buildings, power & heat, industry
 
Common actors (& influencers)
• National, city and local governments, developers, industry, consultancy

EPCAC previously identified that “coordination and coherence between 
different policy areas is essential, notably between air quality and climate 
action policy”, and that “policy makers should seek out the co-benefits and 
be alert for policies that work against air pollution.”



Why we created the guidance
● Air pollution and climate are closely linked, with interacting 

pollutants and impacts, and common sources.

● UK local authorities have statutory duties on air quality and 
transport. Many have also declared a Climate Emergency. 
There was a lack of understanding of the interactions, 
opportunities and risks by some local authority teams 
developing plans and actions.

● Integration can make action more effective, increase motivation and support, optimise 
benefits and manage trade-offs, and focus measures where and when they will have the 
most impact. When isolated, action on these risk unintended consequences and lost 
opportunities.

● This practical guidance helps support local authorities understand and integrate action 
on key measures. It is aimed for officers in a variety of departments, including transport 
planning, strategic planning, environmental health and public health, decision-makers 
and others.



History of the guidance

● In 2013, Environmental Protection UK 
published Air Quality & Climate Change 
Guidance for Local Authorities.

● The updated guidance was written by 
the         EPIC Task Group, with support 
from external contributors.

● Consultation on an Exposure Draft and 
local authority focus group helped refine 
the guidance.

● The new guidance was launched at the 
EPIC Annual Conference on 10 October 
2024.

● One year on review workshop held last 
month



● Executive summary

● Introduction
○ Air quality, climate change and local authorities: why these 

issues are important, and the role of local authorities
○ Taking an integrated approach, including how to build effective 

relationships and wider policy development
○ How to use the guidance, and tailor measures to local needs

● 23 measures that local authorities can take on air quality and 
climate change, with common headings and RAG ratings, setting out 
options, likely impacts, issues and support
○ Transport
○ Built environment
○ Overarching

● Case studies and examples throughout 

● Appendices with background information on air quality, climate 
change                and Net Zero plans

Summary of 
the guidance



Full list of 
measures

Transport
Public transport, shared transport and active  
travel measures
• T1: Active travel
• T2: Buses
• T3: Water vessels
• T4: Shared transport
• T5: Integrated transport management

Vehicle control measures
• T6: Emission control zones
• T7: Parking controls
• T8: Other vehicle access controls
• T9: Anti-idling Vehicles

Measures for reducing emissions from different   
vehicle types
• T10: Electric vehicles
• T11: Alternative fuels
• T12: Retrofitting vehicles
• T13: Fleet management
• T14: Freight management

Built environment
Buildings
• B1: Construction
• B2: Strategic planning and development   

management

Public realm
• B3: Public realm
• B4: Green infrastructure

Energy and heat
• B5: Energy efficiency
• B6: Non-combustion renewables
• B7: Addressing wood burning and other solid 

fuels

Overarching measures
O1: Waste
O2: Sustainable Procurement
 



● There is no single approach to taking action, it depends on 
need and context. We set out options, issues and support. Measures: 

Approach

○ Support mechanisms
○ What can local authorities do?
○ Other issues 
○ Further information

○ Impacts*

* Impacts includes descriptions & a RAG rating, based on the 
assumptions that the introduced measure is: 

○ Ambitious, within reasonable constraints, without 
mitigation;

○ on an emissions source which is a significant contributor to 
the local authority’s emissions.

- air quality (emissions & hotspots)
- climate
- other impacts, e.g. health, economy, safety, 
vulnerable  communities, indoor air quality

● Each measure has common headings:
○ Introduction



Example Measure: Active Travel 



Example Measure: Energy Efficiency 



Summary 
Table 
(1st page)



Getting the 
right mix of 
measures

The guidance also explains how to use key sector analysis to select measures on locally 
important sectors and your needs, and has some suggested measures for different 
priorities. 



Case 
Studies

● Low Emission Taxi Incentive 
Scheme – Southampton City 
Council

● Kick the habit anti-idling campaign 
— City of York Council

● Low Carbon Procurement Guidance 
– City of London Corporation

● Clean Air Gas Engines for 
Construction – Centre for Low 
Emission Construction

● Delivery and Servicing Plans– 
Southampton City Council

● Just Transition Plan – London 
Borough of Newham

● Climate Change and Air Quality 
Strategy – Buckinghamshire Council

Beyond local action: 
EPCAC and others are 
highlighting need for 
integrated action. 

The Climate and Clean Air 
Coalition, Clean Air Fund, 
Global Climate and Health 
Alliance, C40 and others 
have programmes        
and/or advocacy on                   
“super pollutants”.  



One year on
● The guidance is available at https://www.the-ies.org/resources/integrating-action-air-

quality-climate-change-guide-local-authorities, and is the most viewed resource on 
the IES website. It is also hosted on national government websites supporting local 
authorities, featured in trade press and has been widely shared through networks and 
events.

● Local governments: 
● used the guidance to develop and justify policies, such as Air Quality Action Plans, 

Climate Action Plans and planning policies;
● said it helps with both policy development and delivery;
● liked the focus on practical implementation, and found the guidance informative 

and easy to use;
● shared the guidance with other policy teams, including air quality, climate, public 

health, strategic planning and transport planning officers. 

● Others have also used the guidance. 
● We are Possible used it as the basis for a public awareness and campaigning 

briefing;
● Professional institutes for environment  transport and local government have held 
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Next Steps? 

● Continued promotion and use in UK local authorities, 
especially in climate, strategy planning and transport 
teams.

 
● Requests for more case studies and summaries tailored 

to different audiences. 

● Potential updates to reflect changing national (& 
international) policies and legislation and priorities 
(including UK & EU air quality targets and compliance). 

● Potential joint projects with other organisations to 
widen the impact of the guidance. How would the 
advice change beyond the UK?
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Contact Sarah Legge 
Chair of the Task Group on Air Quality and 
Climate Change Guidance, EPIC
Sarah@slhenvironmental.co.uk 

For EPIC and events queries, please contact 
Ellie Savage
EPIC Policy Officer 
Ellie@the-ies.org   

The guidance is available at 
https://www.the-ies.org/resources/integrating-action-air-
quality-climate-change-guide-local-authorities 

Thank you.

mailto:Sarah@slhenvironmental.co.uk
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