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The need for a revision



Different time-frames

3

WHO Air Quality Guidelines
2005

WHO Europe – HRAPIE and REVIHAAP Projects
2013

WHO Air Quality Guidelines
2021

EU Commission Fitness Check
November 2019

Inception Impact Assessment 
December 2020

EU Commission Proposal
October 2022

New Ambient Air Quality Directive Recast?
May 2024

Directive 2008/50 on ambient air 

quality and cleaner air for Europe
May 2008



Lawful but not safe

Source: EEA, “Europe’s Air Quality Status," 2024, 
https://www.eea.europa.eu//publications/europes-air-quality-status-2024  4

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/europes-air-quality-status-2024


Legislative Process

5

Commission
proposal:

26 October 2022

Plenary vote

European 
Parliament

13 September 
2023

Negotiation 
Mandate

European Council

9 November 2023

Trilogues

9 November-20 
February 2024

COREPER 
adoption

8 March 2024

EU Plenary Vote 

24 April 2024

EU Plenary
Corrigendum / 

Council adoption

September/ 
October 2024



Updated Air 
Quality 

Standards

Pollutant
Averaging 

period Directive 
2008/50 (AAQD)

WHO Air Quality 
Guidelines 2021

Provisional 
Agreed Text for 

the recast AAQD

Particulate 

Matter (PM2.5 ) 1 day N/A 15 µg/m³ a 25 µg/m³ c

Calendar year 25 µg/m³ 5 µg/m³ 10 µg/m³

Particulate 

Matter (PM10 ) 1 day 50 µg/m³ b 45 µg/m³ a 45 µg/m³ c

Calendar year 40 µg/m³ 15 µg/m³ 20 µg/m³

Nitrogen Dioxide 

(NO2) 1 hour 200 µg/m³ c 200 µg/m³ 200 µg/m³ e

1 day N/A 25 µg/m³ a 50 µg/m³ c

Calendar year 40 µg/m³ 10 µg/m³ 20 µg/m³

a Daily limit not to be exceeded more than 3-4 times per calendar year.
b Daily limit not to be exceeded more than 35 times per calendar year.
c Not to be exceeded more than 18 times per calendar year.
d Not to be exceeded more than 24 times per calendar year.
e Not to be exceeded more than 3 times per calendar year.



Air Quality Roadmaps

31 December

2028



Air Quality Plans



Contents of 
Plans and 
Roadmaps



Postponement



Conditions for Obtaining a Postponement
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Content requirement, 

public consultation, 

informing the

Commission



Conditions for Keeping a Postponement

12



Thank you
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